
Issue 70: April

Dear Member, 
 
Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI
campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox. 
 
If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct
them to the campaigns area of MyWI to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest. 
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Contents:

There is still time to register to attend the resolution webinar next week
See the Signs craftivism competition winners
10 Year Cancer Plan- WI survey findings
New Resolution Training Module Available
New NHS Digital report on ovarian cancer outcomes in England published

The main priority for the NFWI is the safety and wellbeing of our members. If you
haven't already, please visit this link for the latest, up to date government guidelines.

 
See more information about support at the end of this Digest.
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There is still time to register to attend the resolution webinar next week 
 
As we get closer to the Annual Meeting in June, every WI is encouraged to
consider how they wish their delegate to vote at the Annual Meeting. This year,
in addition to the local and regional resolutions events organised by WIs and
federations, the NFWI is hosting a virtual resolution event.

The event will take place on Monday 25 April at 7pm, via Zoom, and will be a
great opportunity for members to come together and learn more about this
year’s resolution topic ahead of deciding how their Annual Meeting delegate
should vote. The event will not consider arguments for and against the
resolution, but will allow members to find out more about the issues.

Members will hear from Dr Hannah Belcher, a researcher at King’s College
London. Hannah has lectured in psychology and mental health since 2016, for
both the Open University and Anglia Ruskin University. Her focus includes the
often late and missed diagnosis of autistic women.

The event will be chaired by Nicky Amos, NFWI Chair of Public Affairs, and
there will be an opportunity for members to ask questions at the end.

The meeting will have limited capacity, so spaces will be allocated on a first
come, first served basis. Members will be sent joining instructions following

https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/resolutions/resolution-selection-results-2022
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/nfwi-news/articles/sign-up-for-the-am-resolution-webinar


registration. 

A recording of the meeting will be available to view afterwards. 

You can read more and register to attend here

See the Signs craftivism competition winners 
  
Craftivism is one of many ways in which the WI is raising awareness of the
signs and symptoms of ovarian cancer. 
  
We are delighted to share the winners of our recent competition, which invited
members to make something that represents our See the Signs campaign
using any medium they chose.

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/nfwi-news/articles/sign-up-for-the-am-resolution-webinar


https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/nfwi-news/articles/see-the-signs-craftivism-competition-winners




1st place (top) – Croft House Cookies WI, West Yorkshire Federation 
  

2nd place (bottom left) – Fran Waudby, Sandholme & Hive WI and East
Yorkshire Roses Virtual WI, East Yorkshire Federation 
  

3rd place (bottom right) – Dr Amanda Wheal, The Hive WI, Nottinghamshire
Federation 
  
You can read more about the winning entries in the April issue of WI Life. 
  
Thank you to all the members who took part! 
  
To find out more about the See the Signs campaign and visit our online
exhibition to see all of the projects that were entered go to My WI.

10 Year Cancer Plan- WI survey findings

The Government recently called for evidence to shape their 10-Year Cancer
Plan for England, and together with Ovarian Cancer Action we invited WI
members and the wider public to share their thoughts and experiences to
inform our submission. 
 
We want to thank everyone who took part in our survey - for sharing your views
and helping us tell the Government what they must do to turn the tide in cancer
care to give women the best outcomes they deserve. In total, we received over
2,300 complete responses which is amazing. 
 
Over 77% of respondents told us that raising symptoms awareness of
ovarian cancer is at the top of their agenda. Raising symptoms awareness
amongst the public and healthcare professionals should be prioritised in the
Government’s 10-Year Cancer Plan.  
 
We have shared our submission with the Government and if successful, the
Cancer Plan could help transform outcomes for people with or at risk of ovarian
cancer, who have been overlooked for too long.  The Government is due to
respond to the call for evidence in the summer.

 

We have told the Government:

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/nfwi-news/articles/see-the-signs-craftivism-competition-winners


“They must commit long-term funding for public awareness campaigns. These
campaigns must be tailored to groups at risk of developing ovarian cancer and
of being diagnosed late. They must focus on raising awareness of non-specific
symptoms as this approach can help identify ovarian and other difficult to
diagnose cancers; and that ovarian cancer awareness information for public
and GP audiences should highlight the disease’s ‘trademark’ characteristics
and triggers for medical investigation” - Ovarian Cancer Action and The
Women’s Institute.

This is just the beginning, you can look at the full report and answers to the
survey here.

New Resolution Training Module Available 
The NFWI Public Affairs team is pleased to present a new training module for
Federation Resolution Coordinators and other members who provide advice, on
behalf of their federation, to members submitting resolutions. 
 
The course is open to all WI members including those who wish to submit a
resolution, or who are generally interested in resolutions and campaigns. 
 
The course can be found on the WI Training platform, which you can access
using your My WI log in details here. 
 
The training course covers the following:

The NFWI resolutions process
The role of federations and Resolution Coordinators in the resolutions
process
The features of a strong resolution submission

https://cdn.ovarian.org.uk/media/documents/OCA_and_WI_10-Year_Cancer_Plan_Response_April_2022_PUBLISH.pdf
https://witraining.thewi.org.uk/
https://witraining.thewi.org.uk/
https://witraining.thewi.org.uk/


Opportunities available to federations and WIs to get involved in
campaigns

For further information please email us at pa@nfwi.org.uk

New NHS Digital report on ovarian cancer outcomes in England published
  
Data from NHS Digital has revealed unacceptable inequalities and
geographical variation in outcomes for women diagnosed with ovarian cancer in
England.  
  
The data shows injustices linked to diagnosis, level of deprivation and age. 
 
Key findings include:

Women with stage IV disease are 10 times more likely to die within two
months than women with stage I disease, after adjustment for other
factors.
Those in the most deprived quintile are 50 per cent more likely to die
within two months of diagnosis than those in the least deprived.
Those diagnosed via an emergency presentation like A&E are four times
more likely to die within two months of diagnosis than those diagnosed via
the two-week wait referral system after a visit to the GP.
Women over 80 are 40 per cent more likely to die within two months than
women aged 70-79.

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk


 You can learn more here. 
  
This can’t continue. Much more needs to be done to increase symptom
awareness, speed up diagnosis and ensure the best possible outcomes for
everyone. 
  
Find out how you can help raise awareness of the signs of ovarian cancer here
as part of the WI’s See the Signs campaign. 
  
If you have questions about ovarian cancer, symptoms, or would like to access
support there are a number of charities here to support you, in addition to your
GP. You can find these and guidance on supporting a friend or family member
in our campaign pack.

PA Digest on My WI 
 
Missed an issue of the Digest? You can now
access previous issues on My WI.
 
You can find them here.

Support and help during pandemic 
 

This can be a particularly difficult and worrying time for adults and
children living with domestic abuse. This link will take you take a page of

support sources, please share as widely as possible. It is important that
survivors know that they are not alone. 

 
This can also be a difficult and worrying time if you require additional

https://ovarian.org.uk/news-and-blog/news/new-nhs-data-reveals-englands-ovarian-cancer-injustice/
http://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/key-and-current-campaigns/see-the-signs
https://www.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/558308/WI_SeeTheSigns_16pp_FINAL_WEB.pdf
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/public-affairs-digest
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
http://www.thewi.org.uk/home/coronavirus/support-for-victims-of-domestic-violence


assistance. If you need emergency food or support you can find the contact
details of your local food bank using your postcode here. 

 
If you are able to support your local food bank with donations or by

volunteering, click here to visit the FareShare website. 
 

You can also visit this section of our website for information from the
NFWI on ways you can help your community, sources of support and other

helpful information such as setting up a virtual meeting.

We have a PDF versions of the digest available, that you can share with the
people around you. Please get in touch with the Public Affairs department if
you would like a copy.  
 
Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this
monthly digest.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
The NFWI Public Affairs team. 
pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext. 2002

The NFWI use a third party provider, MailChimp, to send out the Public Affairs Digest. When you
provide your email address, it is sent directly to MailChimp for safe storage and processing in the United

States. For more information on how your email address is used please read MailChimp’s privacy
policy. 
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